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E/M and Eye Visit Codes
Choose with confidence
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E/M and Eye visit codes
• Different documentation guidelines
• 99214 does not automatically equal 92014

Documentation Guidelines
• E/M – medically relevant history and exam, determine level of E/M from 

MDM or total physician time
• Eye Visit Codes – meet history, exam elements and initiation of diagnostic 

& treatment program

Consider both family of codes
• Confirm the level of E/M and Eye Visit Code
• Avoid 9 scenarios when not to use an Eye Visit Code
• Maximize reimbursement
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Need 1 or more from this list to 
meet the definition

E/M vs Eye Visit Codes
1. New patient: medically relevant 

history, comprehensive exam, low MDM

2. New patient: medically relevant 
history, comprehensive exam, moderate MDM

3. Est patient: medically 
relevant history, comprehensive 
exam, low MDM

4. Est patient: medically relevant history, 
problem-focused exam, moderate MDM

E/M

$ 109.6999203

Eye

$ 146.0492004

E/M

$ 164.3899204

Eye

$ 146.0492004

E/M

$ 89.3999213

Eye

$ 123.4592014

E/M

$ 126.0799214

Eye

$ 87.4392012

For all 
payers: 

over $18 
difference
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Lasers & Surgeries
What is the Diagnosis?
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Modifiers
Office Visits & Surgeries

2424
Unrelated evaluation and 

management service (or eye 
codes) by the same 
physician during a 

postoperative period

Office visit in the 
postoperative period is not 

related to the original 
surgery:

-New symptoms

-Significant changes in eye 
health requiring new 

evaluation

-Different diagnosis than the 
surgery does not 

necessarily mean unrelated

2525
Significant, separately, identifiable 

evaluation and management 
service (or eye codes) by the 

same physician on the same day 
of the procedure or other services

Office visit same day 
as a minor surgery 

(0 or 10 global period 
days) 

5757
Decision for 

surgery, major 
procedure

Office visit same day, 
or within 3 days of a 
major surgery (90 
day global period) 

OFFICE VISIT 
MODIFIERS
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Retina Laser Global Periods
Other payers may varySame day exam 

modifier
Medicare global 
period

DescriptionCPT 
code

10 or 90-day global-2510 daysLaser to repair retinal 
detachment

67105

10 or 90-day global-2510 daysProphylaxis laser for retinal 
tear, lattice degeneration

67145

90-day global-5790 daysDiode focal laser67210

90-day global-5790 daysDestruction of localized 
lesion of choroid, photocoag

67220

10 or 90-day global-2510 daysPanretinal photocoagulation 
(PRP) laser

67228

5858

1. Lesser to greater

2. Pre-planned and documented as staged

3. Therapy following a major surgery

PLANNED OR 
UNPLANNED

RELATED

NEW POSTOP PERIOD

100% ALLOWABLE

7878
Unplanned return to 

operating room during the 
post-op period

UNPLANNED

RELATED

NEW POSTOP PERIOD 
DOES NOT BEGIN

70% ALLOWABLE

7979
Unrelated procedure 
during the post-op 

period

PLANNED OR 
UNPLANNED

UNRELATED

NEW POSTOP PERIOD

100% ALLOWABLE

SURGERY 
MODIFIERS
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NCCI Edits
Quick Reference Guides

NCCI Edits

• “0” indicator–mutually exclusive
• “1” indicator–can unbundle when 

appropriate
NCCI edits:NCCI edits:

• Separate structure, opposite eye
• When the payer states in published policies

When is it appropriate 
to unbundle with 

modifier -59?

When is it appropriate 
to unbundle with 

modifier -59?



2/12/2024

11

Optic Nerve OCT
92133

Posterior 
Segment OCT
92134

FP
92250

FA/ICG
92242

ICG
92240

FA
92235

EO posterior pole
92202

EO peripheral 
retinal disease

92201

Retina Testing
Services

NCCI 30.0
Effective 1/1/24

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Mutually
Exclusive

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Mutually
Exclusive

EO peripheral 
retinal disease

92201

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Mutually
Exclusive

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Mutually
Exclusive

EO posterior pole
92202

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Mutually
Exclusive

Mutually
Exclusive

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

FA
92235

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

BundledMutually
Exclusive

Mutually
Exclusive

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

ICG
92240

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

BundledMutually
Exclusive

Mutually
Exclusive

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

FA/ICG
92242

BundledBundledBundledBundledBillable same 
day

Mutually
Exclusive

Mutually
Exclusive

FP
92250

Mutually
Exclusive

BundledBillable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Posterior Segment 
OCT
92134

Mutually
Exclusive

BundledBillable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Billable same 
day

Optic Nerve OCT
92133

Retina Testing Services, CCI bundles, 
January 1, 2024, Version 30.0 2024 Retina Coding: Complete Reference Guide

66986
Exchange of 
intraocular 
lens

66985
Secondary 
implant

66984
Cataract 
removal

66982
Cataract 
removal, 
complex

66852
Lensectomy,
pars plana

66850
Lensectomy, 
phaco

66825
Reposition of 
IOL

66682
Suture lens

67036-67043
Vitrectomy

Lens/Vitrectomy

NCCI 30.0
Effective 1/1/24

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

BundledBillable 
same day

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

67036-67043
Vitrectomy
(VX codes and 
67121 bundled)

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

BundledBillable 
same day

66682
Suture lens

BundledBundledBundledBundledBundledBundledBundledBillable
same day

66825
Reposition of IOL

Billable 
same day

BundledBundledBundledBundledBundledBillable 
same day

Billable
same day

66850
Lensectomy, phaco

Billable 
same day

Billable 
same day

BundledBundledBundledBundledBillable 
same day

Bundled66852
Lensectomy,
pars plana

BundledBundledBundledBundledBundledBundledBillable 
same day

Billable
same day

66982
Cataract removal, 
complex

Billable 
same day

BundledBundledBundledBundledBundledBillable 
same day

Billable
same day

66984
Cataract removal

BundledBundledBundledBillable 
same day

BundledBundledBillable 
same day

Billable
same day

66985
Secondary implant

BundledBillable 
same day

BundledBillable 
same day

Billable 
same day

BundledBillable 
same day

Billable
same day

66986
Exchange of 
intraocular lens
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Intravitreal Injection
Master the Basics

Medication Coding: Back to Basics

• J codes are common in ophthalmology

When assigned, medications have a permanent 
HCPCS code used for coding
When assigned, medications have a permanent 
HCPCS code used for coding

• Description
• Dosage = 1 unit
• Route of administration, i.e., IV

The HCPCS code descriptor:The HCPCS code descriptor:

• J0178 Injection, aflibercept, 1 mg

Example:Example:
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Calculate Units: Lucentis

• J2778 Injection, ranibizumab, 0.1 mg

HCPCS DescriptorHCPCS Descriptor

• 0.5 mg

Dose InjectedDose Injected

• 5 units

Total Units to BillTotal Units to Bill

What is my injection claim denied?

1 - Incorrect ICD-
10 code link

1 - Incorrect ICD-
10 code link

2 - NDC reported 
incorrect format 

and box on claim

2 - NDC reported 
incorrect format 

and box on claim

3 - Unit of 
measure missing

3 - Unit of 
measure missing

4 - Wrong 
HCPCS code 
(e.g., Avastin, 

NOC)

4 - Wrong 
HCPCS code 
(e.g., Avastin, 

NOC)

5 – Incorrect 
units

5 – Incorrect 
units

6 – Frequency 
(e.g., 28-day rule 

or FDA label)

6 – Frequency 
(e.g., 28-day rule 

or FDA label)
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What is my injection claim denied?

7 –Measurable 
wastage not 
reported
• -JW modifier

7 –Measurable 
wastage not 
reported
• -JW modifier

8 – Modifier 
mishap
• Missing JZ or 

surgical modifier

8 – Modifier 
mishap
• Missing JZ or 

surgical modifier

9 – Lack of prior 
authorization

9 – Lack of prior 
authorization

10 – Step 
therapy policy 
not followed

10 – Step 
therapy policy 
not followed

11 – Unique 
payer policy
11 – Unique 
payer policy

12 – Patient 
eligibility

12 – Patient 
eligibility

09 01 2022 09 01 2022

J3490 JZ

67028 RT

09 01 202209 01 2022
N482829000201 ML0.1

Izervay (avacincaptad pegol) 2 mg/0.1 mL intravitreal injection

N4 – qualifier,
NDC 5-4-2 format, 

Unit of measure (UOM)

1

1

H35.3113

A



2/12/2024

15

Retina Practice Management & Coding

• Resources
o Documentation checklists

o JW/JZ fact sheet

o Table of common retina drugs

o And more!

Questions?
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Academy Resources

aao.org/retinapm

aao.org/audits

aao.org/coding

aao.org/em

aao.org/lcds

aao.org/consulting

aao.org/store
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